Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 TEHRAN 00686 261332Z 
62 

ACTION NEA- 13 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 

SS-20 USIA-15 ACDA-19 MC-02 AID-20 DRC-01 /158 W 

101075 

R 261235Z JAN 74 
FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5206 
INFO SECDEF WASHDC 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY BONN 

CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 0686 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASSIR 

SUBJ: IRANIAN DEFENSE HARDWARE DEALS WITH THIRD COUNTRIES 

IN MEETING JANUARY 24 WITH MAAG AND EMBASSY OFFICERS, 

GENERAL TOUFANIAN, VICE MINISTER OF WAR FOR ARMAMENTS, ' 
MENTIONED FOLLOWING POSSIBLE ARMS DEALS WITH UK AND FRG: 

(A) UK - IRAN DISCUSSING CO-PRODUCTION OF 105 MM AND 120 MM 
GUNS, APDS AMMUNITION, MORTARS AND TANK SPARE PARTS. 

WHILE IN LONDON LAST WEEK, TOUFANIAN REASSURED BRITS GOI WAS 
NOT THINKING OF CANCELLING CHIEFTAIN TANK SALE TO REPLACE IT 
WITH LEOPARD TANKS. 

(B) GERMANY -NJBI AND FRG ARE DISCUSSING LOCATION IN IRAN 

OF PLANTS TO MANUFACTURE 1500-1800 HP TANK ENGINES, SP WITH BORE 

GUN BARRLS AND TRACKS FOR TANKS AND OTHER TRACKED VEHICLES. 
ENGINES AND GUN BARRELS MIGHT LATER BE INSTALLED ON M-60 TANKS. 

DIEHL COMPANY WOULD HANDLE TANK TRACK FACTORY. 
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2. FRENCH HAD MADE PROPOSAL FOR CO-PRODUCTION OF ROCKET 
MOTORS WHICH GOI REJECTED. FOLLOWING EXOCET MISSILE TEST IN 

FRANCE SOME TIME AGO WHICH TOUFANIAN WITNESSED AND 
WHICH HE CONSIDERED DECEPTIVE. SHAH HAD DIRECTED THAT IRAN 
LOOK TO U.S. FOR ASSISTANCE ON MISSILES AND ELECTRONINS. 

3. COMMENT: ALL OF FOREGOING CAME RAPID-FIRE AND WITHOUT 
FURTHER DETAILS. WE SHALL REPORT ADDITIONAL FACTS AS THEY 
ARE DEVELOPED AND WOULD APPRECIATE ADDRESSEES KEEPING AN EAR 
TO THE GROUND. 
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